
Svlessage 3{otes Faca Time wifh Jesus : The Callto Farth
John 11:25-27; Mark 5:35-36; 9:23-24

Pastor Jym GregoryMay 28, 2006

.d Encounters with Jesus inevitably bring us to a cdsis of faith.

"/ for Lazarus' sister Martha, an encounter with Jesus clarified her faith.

./ lt was Jesus set purpose that Lazarus should die, thus creating a situation where
faith could be tested and refined {John 11:56; 14).

-l arn the resurrection and the life. He who belfeves In rne will live, evm though he des;
End whoewr llves and belleves ln me will never die, CIo you heileve thls?n

John tl:2S26 (!llv)

./ For Jairus, an eircounter with Jesus prompted his faith.

'\r1hile Jesus was still spealring $ome rn€n came fio.rn the house of Jairu$ tfe sinagogue
ruler. "Your dar.r$ter is dead," they said. -Why bother the teacher any,more?" lgnoring
what they said, Jesug tdd the synagogue ruler, "Don't be afrald;1'ust be/teve.n

illlark 5i3S$6 (NlV)

{ For the fafrer of the possessed boy, an encounter with Jesus inoreased his faith,

i...gut lf you can do affiing, take prity on us and help us." olt you can?" said Jesus.
'Everythlng is poesible lor him who believes." lmmedately the bot's father exclakned, "l do
believe; h:alp ne overcome qtr'unbaliefl" blatk 9;22,14{NlV}

./ Jesus does not demand perfect faith, but he does domand faih (Mt" 17:2A; Lk. 18:8).

rl me work that God requires of us is to believe in Jesus (John 6:29).

At Least Two Conclusions Gan Be Drawn,..
l .  Bellef ln Jesus ls a,,,  .-  *. , , ,  .-  self-r lsklngbustin Jesus himeelf.

rl tt goes beyond seeing miracles (Lk. 16:31; Mt, 14:31; Mt. 28:17).

{ fne "rule'for being in or out of God's Kingdom is whether or not we trust Jesus with a

serious, personal continung cornmitment {Jn. 3:18; Rornans 10:9}.

ll, What God from us in tems of faith, he - to us freely.
./ We are sared by grace through faith that is $ven to us freely by God (Eph. 2:8-9)

{'Face timd with Jdsus either draws us nearer to him, or it pushes us further avvay,
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